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Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and § 1.97- 
1.98, the reference listed and identified on the attached Form PTO/SB08A is being submitted 
herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

While this Statement is being filed in compliance with the duty of disclosure, 
citation of the attached reference is not to be construed as an admission that the reference is 
"material" as defined under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Applicants also wish to bring to the Examiner's attention that, more than one 
year prior to the filing date of the present application, the assignee of the present application 
and two merchants used a method for processing check transactions on a test basis. The 
method involved a merchant employee entering transaction information such as customer 
name, check number of a check to be used as payment, and bank numbers associated with the 
check into an electronic point of sale terminal. The transaction information was then 
transmitted from the terminal to a merchant computer system in communication with the 
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terminal . Next, the transaction information and an authorization request were transmitted from 
the merchant computer system to an authorization host that was in communication with the 
merchant computer system aiid operated by the assignee. The authorization host then 
determined eligibility of the transaction for payment via a checking account associated with 
the check. Next, the authorization host generated an authorization response, which included 
the transaction information and a numeric transaction identifier if the transaction was eligible 
for payment via the checking account. The authorization host also stored the authorization 
response in a transaction record file, and communicated the authorization response to the 
merchant computer system. Upon receipt of the authorization response, the merchant 
computer system automatically returned an electronic authorization response packet to the 
merchant host. The authorization response packet included the authorization response, a yes 
tag, a merchant store code and a day /time stamp. The merchant computer system also 
transmitted the authorization response to the terminal. Next, the authorization host stored the 
authorization response packet in a response packet file. The authorization host then compared 
the response packet file to the transaction record file. 

A copy of the reference listed on the attached Form PTO/SB08A is included 
herewith. Consideration and entry into the record of this reference is respectfully requested. 
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